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In  the  spring  of  1963  the  document  on  the  Chaffee 
Family  copied  from  the  Chaffee  Genealogy  1695-1909  in  Library  of 
Congess  came  into  my  hands.  I  remembered  Aunt  Maria  Towne  wished 
to  join  the  Daughters  of  the  .American  Revolution  years  ago,  but 
she  was  rejected  because  she  couldn’t  prove  to  their  satisfaction 
that  our  Ross  family  descended  from  the  Ross  on  the  Revolutionary 
Army  rolls.  So  I  thought  the  document  should  be  made  available 
to  the  younger  generations  in  case  they  ever  needed  knowledge  of 
their  forebears  being  in  that  war.  Then  I  realized  over  40  years 
had  passed  since  a  counting  of  the  Dan  Ross  family  had  been 
made.  I  decided  something  should  be  done  about  it  for  all  those 
who  have  joined  the  family  in  that  time. 

Here  is  the  result.  My  thanks  go  to  the  many  members 
of  the  family  who  have  helped:  -  those  who  sent  in  their  family 
data,  those  who  loaned  pictures,  the  Foothoraps  who  helped 
track  down  the  Ross  Tartan  for  a  cover,  Homer  Martin  Associates 
for  designing  and  printing  the  cover  and  family  chart,  and  of 
course  Jenkins  &  Son  of  Utica  who  offset  the  booklet  for  me.  I 
had  hoped  to  have  the  Ross  Tartan  for  the  cover  but  found  it  too 
expensive  to  make  the  plates  necessary  for  such  a  small  edition. 
It  has  been  a  bigger  project  than  I  expected  but  the  contacts 
and  news  from  the  younger  generations  have  been  very  gratifying, 
in  fact,  delightful.  God  has  blessed  the  "Tribe  of  Dan"  and  may 
he  continue  to  do  so. 


Sincerely, 

Lula  Root,  Utica,  N.  Y. 
Dec.  20,  1963 
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Dan  Kelsey  Ross  Augusta  Nancy  Phillips 

Born  in  Norway,  N.  Y.,  December  Born  in  Middleville,  N.  Y.,  April 
15,  1817;  married  in  White  Creek,  30,  1827;  died  in  Newport,  N.  Y., 
N.  Y.,  June  3,  1846;  died  in  Little  April  4,  1881. 

Falls,  N.  Y.,  September  1,  1891. 
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A  Love  Letter  written  by  Augusta 


N .  Phillips  to  Dan  K .  Ross,  March  5  , 
1846.  They  were  married  June  3 ,  18 46 . 


My  Dearest  Dan: -- 

I  send  you  these  few  lines  as  a  token  of  my  love  to  you, 
1  feel  more  and  more  interested  in  your  future  happiness,  I  still 
love  you  as  I  suppose  you  are  aware  by  my  conduct  toward  you,  I 
think  if  I  know  my  own  heart  that  -  -  I  think  you  love  me  though 
I  know  not  why  you  should.  It  is  with  you  I  would  try  to  live 
and  love  and  serve  the  Lord,  since  you  have  proposed  to  love  the 
Lord  I  think  we  could  live  happy  together.  I  know  there  are  a 
great  many  things  to  turn  one  aside  but  we  must  trust  in  the 
Lord  and  pray  for  him  to  direct  us  in  the  right  way,  in  that 
straight  path  that  will  carry  us  to  heaven. 

I  hope  I  shall  ever  love  you  as  I  do  now.  There  are  but 
few  moments  in  my  waking  hours  that  my  thoughts  are  not  on  you, 
it  is  to  you  and  you  alone  that  I  ever  could  give  my  love,  how 
often  has  the  words  "don’t  weep  for  me,"  rang  in  my  ears  since 
you  said  it?  How  could  1  help  weeping  if  I  knew  we  should  be 
separated?  But  Dan  my  thoughts  cannot  be  separated  from  you,  if 
we  should  be  parted  my  heart  would  overflow  with  grief,  but  I  do 
believe  that  ere  many  months  we  shall  be  united,  bound  by  that 
tie  which  if  we  continue  to  love  who  can  separate  us?  I  hope  no 
one  here  below.  Many  has  been  the  time  my  mind  has  wandered  back 
to  the  many  happy  hours  we  have  spent  together,  and  yet  many 
more  I  hope  there  will  be.  Yes,  even  this  day  has  my  thoughts 
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many  times  gone  back  to  last  evening  to  that  pleasant  visit  I 
enjoyed  with  you. 

I  do  feel  it  is  a  very  solemn  thing  to  stand  at  the 
altar  of  marriage  there  to  confess  our  lives  to  one  another  and 
before  God.  There  we  agree  to  love  and  to  cherish  each  other 
through  life,  sickness  and  health  and  all  the  changing  scenes 
of  this  world.  If  we  are  disappointed,  O  may  it  not  be  the 
means  of  our  loseing  our  souls,  but  may  we  continue  to  try  to 
serve  the  Lord  that  we  may  meet  on  heaven’s  peaceful  shore, 
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March  5, 
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REUNION  OF  THE  ROSS  FAMILY 


At  the  home  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  William  C.  Gray,  1154  Mohawk 
Street,  Utica,  N.  Y. ,  on  Thursday,  September  22,  1921,  the 

descendents  of  Dan  K.  Ross  and  wife  gathered  for  a  family 
reunion. 

Maria  A.  Ross  Towne  read  a  record  of  the  Ross  family 
which  she  nad  compiled  from  an  extensive  study  of  various 
histories  and  family  records. 


THE  TRIBE  OF  DAN 


Seventy-five  years  ago  last  June  at  the  home  of  Welcome 
and  Nancy  W.  Phillips  of  White  Creek,  town  of  Norway,  N.  Y. ,  on 
the  morning  of  June  3,  1846,  their  only  child,  Miss  Augusta 

Nancy  Phillips,  was  married  to  Mr.  Dan  Kelsey  Ross,  a  resident 
of  the  same  town.  Their  attendents  were  Mr.  Lansing  Stout  and 
Miss  Almeda  G.  Ross,  a  sister  of  the  groom.  The  bride’ s  uncle, 
the  Rev.  Augustus  Beach,  performed  the  ceremony.  The  bride’  s 
gown  was  of  light  blue  and  white  balzerine  (which  is  still  in 
existence).  After  a  wedding  breakfast,  they  started  on  a  bridal 
trip,  driving  to  the  village  of  Mohawk,  N.  Y.  ,  a  distance  of 
fourteen  miles,  and  attended  'the  annual  meeting  of  the  Mohawk 
River  3aptist  Association. 
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GENEALOGY  OF  THE  ROSS  FAMILY 


"Ross"  is  one  of  the  most  ancient  and  distinguished  Scotch 
surnames . 

George  Ross,  the  first  of  the  name  in  New  England,  was  born 

in  Scotland  in  1635.  Early  in  life  he  settled  in  New  Haven, 

Conn.  He  removed  to  Albany,  \\  Y.  ,  and  about  1669  to  Elizabeth¬ 
town,  N.  J.,  where  many  generations  of  his  descendents  have 
lived. 

As  early  as  1709  we  find  a  Killingly,  Windheim  County,  Conn. 
Daniel  Ross,  who  had  lived  in  the  adjoining  parish  in  Scotland. 

Simeon  Ross,  the  first  of  the  lineage  of  this  family  in 

Connecticut,  may  have  been  related  to  the  'Daniel  Ross  family. 
Daniel  was  of  Litchfield  County,  Connecticut,  in  1790  having 
in  his  family  two  sons  over  16  years,  two  under  16  years,  and 
two  daughters. 

Simeon  Ross,  the  first  of  the  lineage  of  this  family, 
settled  in  Litchfield,  Litchfield  County,  Connecticut,  about 

1731.  His  wife  was  Mary . ,  who  died  in  1777,  and  was  the 

first  one  buried  in  the  South  Farms  Burying  Ground.  Their 
children  were: 

Simeon,  Jr.  born  in  Litchfield,  Conn.,  June  29,  1753. 

Ashur ,  born  in  Kent,  Litchfield,  Conn.,  January  20,  1755. 

Sarah,  born  July  8,  1758. 

Mercy,  born  May  6,  1761. 

Elizabeth  born  January  12,  1763. 

Ashur  Ross  came  to  the  "Royal  Grant",  situated  between  the 
East  and  West  Canada  Creeks  in  Herkimer  County,  N.  Y.  ,  about 
1790,  and  lived  on  what  was  known  later  as  the  John  Crandall 
farm  in  the  town  of  Norway,  N.  Y.  About  1796  he  purchased  the 
farm  on  White  Creek,  later  known  as  the  Richard  Brown  farm, 
where  he  died  September  3,  1831,  nearly  76  years  of  age.  He  had 
five  sons  and  three  daughters:  Noble,  Samuel,  John  Zina, 

Will  iam,  Watson,  Manda,  Sophia  and  Fanna. 

Noble,  the  eldest  son,  was  born  in  Kent,  Litchfield  County, 
Conn.,  December  26,  17$2.  He  learned  the  carpenter’s  trade  when 

a  boy  and  worked  in  Norway,  N.  Y.  ,  and  vicinity  untii  he  marr¬ 
ied  Miss  Tempa  Kelsey,  August  6,  1806.  She  was  a  daughter  of 

Reuben  Kelsey  of  Newport,  N.  Y.  ,  and  born  in  1789.  Her  mot  her^  f/'3t 
was  a  sister  of  Dan  and  Nathaniel  Post,  prominent  early 
settlers  on  White  Creek,  N.  Y.  Noble  and 
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wife  began  housekeeping  in  a  log  house,  he  still  working  at  his 
trade,  and  later  built  a  frame  house.  About  1825  he  built  a 
large  stone  house  on  the  farm  which  is  still  in  good  repair, 
with  the  original  woodwork  of  windows,  doors,  and  hardwood 
floors.  This  farm  is  now  known  as  the  Jackson  farm,  and  is 
located  on  the  state  road  leading  from  Newport  to  Norway.  He 
sold  this  farm  of  over  300  acres  in  1854-  and  moved  to  Newport 
village,  where  he  spent  the  rest  of  his  life.  He  died  July  26, 
1873,  over  90  years  of  age.  His  wife,,Tempa,  died  March  29, 

1866,  nearly  77  years  of  age. 

He  was  a  captain  in  the  War  of  1812. 

They  were  the  parents  of  six  sons  and  six  daughters,  one 
of  whom,  a  son,  died  in  childhood,  the  rest  growing  up  and 
marrying  and  living  to  a  good  old  age.  Their  names  were:  Dayton, 
Charles  K.  ,  Eliza,  Charles  K.  ,  Jemima,  Dan  Kelsey,  Chauncey, 
Clarina  E. ,  Lester  E. ,  Emily  M.  ,  Sophia  L.  and  Almeda  G. 

Dan  Kelsey,  the  sixth  child  of  Noble  and  Tempa  Ross,  on 
June  3,  1846,  married  Miss  Augusta  Nancy  Phillips,  only  child 

of  Welcome  and  Nanqy  Post  Phil  Lips  of  White  Creek,  Norway,  N. Y.  , 
where  they  lived  and  their  first  child,  a  son,  was  born.  In  1848 
they  began  housekeeping  on  Mechanic  Street  in  Newport  vilLage, 
where  their  seven  daughters  and  one  son  were  born,  and  this 
house  was  their  home  the  rest  of  their  lives. 
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GENERATIONS,  I  6  3  5  -  '  9  5"  C 

George  Ross,  the  first  in  New  England,  born  in  Scotland 
in  1635. 

Daniel  Ross  came  from  the  adjoining  parish  in  Scotland 
in  1731. 

Simeon  Ross,  the  first  we  can  find  of  the  lineage  of  this 
family,  settled  in  Litchfield,  Litchfield  County,  Connecticut, 
about  1731. 

Ashur  Ross  born  in  Kent,  Litchfield  County,  Conn.,  January 
20,  1755. 

Noble  Ross  born  in  Kent,  Litchfield  County,  Conn.,  December 
26,  1782. 

Dan  Kelsey  Ross  born  in  Norway,  Herkimer  County,  N.  Y. , 
December  15,  1817. 

Duane  Augustus  Ross,  born  in  Norway,  Herkimer  County,  N.  Y. 
June  19,  184-7. 

Harold  Duane  Ross  born  in  Ilion,  Herkimer  County,  N.  Y. , 
April  3,  1876. 

Roland  Hollingsworth  Ross  born  in  Mor risville,  Madison 
County,  N.  Y. ,  August  24,  1907. 

John  Harold  Ross  born  in  Watertown,  N.  Y.  December  8,  1930. 


John  Kevin  Ross  born  in  Arlington,  Va. ,  May  18,  1956. 
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And  Thus  Began  “The  Tribe  of  Dan” 


As  time  passed  on: 

1.  A  child  arrived,  and  called  Duane, 
Augustus  was  his  second  name, 

Who  lived  and  grew  to  be  a  man. 

The  first-born  of  the  “Tribe  of  Dan.” 

2.  Maria  Augusta  next  came, 

Bearing  a  part  of  “mother’s’'  name, 
Always  doing  all  she  can 

In  caring  for  this  '  1  ribe  of  Dan.” 

3.  Edwina  Nancy  then  next  came, 

With  the  rest  of  our  "mother's"  name, 

The  ruling  beauty  of  this  clan 

And  third  child  ot  the  “Tribe  of  Dan.” 

4.  Velma  Ludeska,  they  say, 

Who  never  did  have  time  to  play, 

And  always  working  with  a  plan, 

The  fourth  child  of  the  “Tribe  of  Dan." 

5.  Benita  Eliza  next  came, 

Who  did  not  like  her  second  name; 
Changed  it  to  Lizzie  as  she  ran, 

The  fitth  child  of  the  “Tribe  of  Dan." 

6.  Della  Mary  next  came  along, 

Making  all  happy  with  her  song; 

Who  dearly  loved  to  have  a  fan, 

And  sixth  child  of  the  Tribe  of  Dan.” 

7.  Alma  Celestia  is  a  dear, 

Helping  all  when  she  is  near, 

Lo  ving  all  in  this  caravan, 

Is  seventh  in  the  “Tribe  of  Dan." 

8.  William  Dan  was  the  second  son, 

In  fifteen  days  his  race  was  run; 

God  called  him  from  this  earthly  span, 
The  eighth  child  of  the  "Tribe  of  Dan.” 

9.  Oletta  Victoria,  the  last, 

Wh  ose  youthful  days  are  not  all  passed, 
And  still  is  hoping  for  a  "man,” 

The  ninth  child  of  the  “Tribe  of  Dan." 
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In  music  we  all  took  delight, 

Playing  and  singing  with  our  might; 
Father  playing  his  violin, 

And  the  others  all  joining  him: 

Piano,  bones,  with  tambourine, 

Triangle  and  drum  sometimes  seen, 
Making  quite  a  family  band. 

Father  could  play  the  piccolo, 

Cornet,  fife  and  trombone,  too, 

Still  father  loved  his  fife  the  best. 

And  played  it  more  than  all  the  rest. 

T  rained  by  our  mother’s  faithful  hand 
We  grew  up  as  a  loving  band, 

Working  and  helping  each  other. 

The  years  passed  by,  and  changes  came, 
As  one  by  one  we  changed  our  name, 

Yet  still  loved  father  and  mother. 


The  first  to  join  this  “Tribe  of  Dan” 
Were  two  by  name  of  Van  Housen; 
They  took  their  mates  on  the  same  day 
And  then  together  went  away. 

Four  years  later  Will  Switzer  came 
And  to  Edwina  gave  his  name; 

Benita  next  soon  grew  so  “Gray”; 

She  still  is  “Gray”  with  us  today. 
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George  Martin  married  Della  dear, 

And  took  her  to  a  home  quite  near; 

Long  years  ago  he  passed  away, 

Leaving  his  wife  to  work  her  way; 

Years  after,  when  she  changed  her  name 
Back  to  her  name  of  Ross  again. 


Maria  waited  long,  they  say, 

For  the  right  man  to  come  her  way; 

And  when  at  last  he  did  appear, 

Though  a  wrhole  “Towne”  she  had  no  fear. 


Oletta  was  the  next  to  wed, 

Was  married  to  a  "Root,”  they  said; 
Sometimes  "Roots”  die,  and  this  one  did, 
Leaving  a  baby  girl  instead; 

After  some  years  she  wed  again, 

And  Tayntor  is  her  present  name. 


Alma,  what  shall  I  say  of  you? 

We  all  know  you  are  good  and  true; 
The  time  may  come  now  very  soon 
When  you  will  have  a  honeymoon. 

This  generation  with  no  ban 

Adds  eighteen  to  the  "Tribe  of  Dan," 
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In  time  the  stork  began  to  call, 

Bringing  rich  gifts  to  nearly  all, 

Without  much  planning  or  ado, 

Starts  generation  number  two. 

Their  names  do  not  fit  in  this  rhyme, 

But  I  will  put  them  in  a  line: 

Harold,  Edith,  Lela,  Arthur, 

Children  of  our  older  brother. 

Maria  gave  none  to  this  line, 

Care  of  a  “Towne"  used  up  her  time; 
Floyd  was  Edwina’s  only  son, 

May,  William,  Eva,  Velma  won. 

Benita’s  children  numbered  three, 

Ross,  Evalina  and  Alma. 

In  Della’s  home  came  three  fine  boys 
That  added  to  her  earthly  joys; 

Their  names  were  just,  Roy,  Lee  and  Jay, 
How  they  enjoyed  both  work  and  play. 
Oletta’s  daughters  were  but  two, 

Della  and  Lula - now  I’m  through. 

Sixteen  names  added  to  this  clan 
Belonging  to  the  “Tribe  of  Dan.’’ 


In  childhood  days  three  of  this  band 
Passed  away  to  the  “Better  Land”; 

The  rest  all  grew  to  man’s  estate, 

Most  all  are  married  at  this  date. 

Another  list  of  names  appear, 

I  cannot  make  them  rhyme  just  here; 

Among  the  girls  who  joined  this  band 
Were  the  Misses  Gale,  Hoefler,  Hollingsworth, 
Iverson,  Perkins,  Wolfe  and  Wood, 

And  the  boys  were:  Gentlemen  Ellis, 

Fix,  Foothorap,  Richard,  Snyder  and  Silvernail. 

Thirteen  more  names  this  record  ran, 

United  with  the  “Tribe  of  Dan.” 
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Again  the  stork  all  love  to  see 
Starts  generation  number  three. 


To  Rowland,  Arthur,  Frederic 
The  name  of  Ross  will  always  stick; 
Marian  Ross  now  has  that  name, 

But  she  may  some  time  change  the  same. 


One  Evelyn,  Lillian,  Madeline,  Homer. 
James  and  Ross,  ■with  two  Helens, 

Two  Ruths,  two  Roberts  and  two  Williams. 


Eighte  en  great-grandchildren  in  line, 
We  hope  there  will  be  more  sometime, 
And  our  number  keep  increasing, 
Never  stopping,  never  ceasing, 

Adding  each  year  fast  as  we  can 
Some  members  to  the  "Tribe  of  Dan." 


April  fourth,  eighteen  hundred  eighty- one, 
Our  dear  mother’s  life  work  was  done 
And  she  passed  on  to  her  reward 
1  o  live  forever  with  the  Lord. 


In  eighteen  hundred  ninety-one 
Our  father  s  earthly  race  was  run; 
September  first  was  the  sad  day, 
Quite  suddenly  he  passed  away. 
When  he  was  on  the  railroad  track 
An  engine  struck  him  in  the  back. 


Th  ere  were  sixty-seven  all  told 
Who  have  been  members  of  this  fold; 
Seventeen  now  have  passed  away, 
Leaving  fifty  alive  today. 
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And  when  we  all  have  passed  along 
Into  the  land  of  endless  song, 

Into  our  Heavenly  Father’s  land, 
May  we  meet  an  unbroken  band. 


We  come  today  to  welcome  all, 

The  fat,  the  lean,  the  short,  the  tall, 
We  give  to  each  our  "right  glad  hand, 
And  want  you  always  in  this  band. 


Let  us  who  gather  here  today 
Remember  all  those  far  away, 

While  wishing  they  could  all  be  here, 
We  give  for  them  a  hearty  cheer. 


At  this  reunion  here  to  day 
Let’s  put  our  troubles  far  away 
And  all  be  happy  as  we  can 
Because  we  joined  the  Tribe  of  Dan. 


This  poem  was  prepared  and  read  by  Velma  L.  Van  Housen  at  the 
Ross  family  reunion  held  on  September  22,  1921,  at  the  home  of 

William  C.  and  Benita  L.  Gray,  1154  Mohawk  Street,  Utica,  N.  Y. 

Lula  Root,  daughter  of  the  youngest  of  the  Seven  Sisters, 
wishes  to  thank  the  various  members  of  the  family  who  aided  in 
compiling  this  geneology  from  1920  to  Dec.  1,  1963  by  sending 

in  the  necessary  data  to  bring  the  family  record  up  to  date. 
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CHAFFEE  FAMILY 


(See  Chaffe  Genealogy,  1659-1909  in  Library  of  Congress) 

THOMAS  CHAFFEE,  the  emigrant  ancestor  of  nearly  all  who  today 
bear  his  name  under  its  varied  forms  of  orthography  now  residing 
in  the  U.  S.  and  Canada,  came  to  New  England  where  in  1635  he 
owned  land  and  was  living  in  Highara,  Mass. 

The  place  and  date  of  his  birth  his  parentage,  the  time  and 
place  of  his  arrival,  and  che  name  of  the  ship  which  bore  him  to 
the  new  world  are  unknown. 

Several  small  parcels  of  land  were  granted  to  him  up  to  1637.  As 
it  was  the  custom  in  those  days  to  grant  small  parcels  of  land 
only  to  batchelors,  as  sufficient  for  their  needs,  it  would 
seem  to  show  that  at  this  time  he  was  unmarried. 

The  original  Thomas  Chaffee’s  home  lot  is  about  opposite  the  old 
meeting  house  on  what  is  now  Main  St.,  Higham. 

Nothing  is  found  in  the  records  again  until  164-2,  when  his  name 
appears  in  the  records  of  Nantasket  (later  called  Hull)  a  town 
adjoining  Higham,  where  the  records  show  he  owned  a  plantation. 

In  both  Higham  and  Hull,  Thomas  Chaffee  was  both  fisherman  and 
farmer. 

The  name  of  his  wife  and  the  date  and  place  of  his  marriage  are 
unknown.  He  was  probably  married  in  Hull,  as  the  copious 
records  of  the  Higham  Church (1 635- 1 678)  make  no  mention  of  his 
wife  or  children. 

The  town  records  of  Hull  previous  to  1657  have  been  lost. 

It  is  probable  that  his  wife’s  Christian  name  was  Dorothy  as  his 
sons  both  had  daughters  by  that  name.  In  that  day  it  was  the 
custom  to  name  children  for  their  grandparents. 

In  1650  he  sold  land  to  Thomas  Gill,  but  the  deed  was  not 
signed  until  1670  and  is  on  record  in  Higham,  Mass.  His  son 
Joseph  was  a  witness  to  the  signature. 

The  last  mention  of  Thomas  Chaffee  in  Hull  was  in  1657  when  a 
list  of  the  property  he  owned  there  was  given.  Between  that 
date  and  1660  Thos.  Chaffee  moved  to  Rehobeth  then  in  Plymouth 
colony  after  selling  his  lands  to  Thos.  Loving  (shown  in  deed). 
He  then  bought  property  in  Rehobeth  in  1 6 64-.  He  afterward  moved 
and  settled  in  Swansea.  From  this  time  until  1680  records  are  on 
f  ile. 
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In  1680  he  made  his  will  which  was  exhibited  in  1683.  It  can  be 
seen  in  Plymouth  Colony  records  of  wills  Vol.  IV, p.  36. 

Two  of  the  records  read  as  follows: 

"Item  -  I  give  unto  my  oldest  son,  Nathaniel,  my  house  lot 
etc.  " 

"Item  -  I  give  unto  my  son  Joseph  all  ye  rest  of  my  lands 
(enumerated)  and  stock  (enume rated)  who  I  make  my 
sole  executor,  to  pay  my  debts,  to  see  this  will 
performed  and  my  body  buried.  " 

The  date  of  Thos.  Chaffee’ s  death  we  do  not  know  but  probably 
not  long  before  the  filing  of  the  will.. 

Children  probably  born  in  Nantasket  (now  called  Hull) 

(1)  Nathaniel  Chaffee  probably  born  between  1638-1642. 

He  married  Experience  Bliss. 

(2)  Joseph  Chaffee,  probably  born  between  1639-1646. 

He  married  Annis  Martin 

(we  follow  the  line  of  Joseph  only) 

JOSEPH  CHAFFEE  was  born  in  Nantasket  (now  Hull)  between  1639  and 
1646.  He  died  in  Swansea,  Mass.  Oct.  28,  1684.  He  married  Annis, 
daughter  of  Richard  Martin,  of  Rehobeth.  She  died  in  Barrington, 
Mass,  (formerly  Swansea)  probably  early  in  March  1729-30. 

It  is  in  the  Swansea  records  that  we  find  the  first  mention  of 
Joseph,  about  1670. 

In  1673  he  was  chosen  surveyor  of  highways. 

About  1675  he  contributed  Ll.  8s  for  the  carrying  on  of  King 
Phillips  war. 

Many  other  records  are  found  in  Rehobeth  and  Swansea.  He  made  hi 
will  Sept.  22,  1694,  five  weeks  before  his  death.  His  property 
was  given  to  his  two  sons,  John  and  Joseph  Jr. 

His  wife  Annis  died  in  1729  and  her  property  was  divided  between 
her  two  sons  and  four  daughters,  namely  Mary,  b.  Oct.  23,  1675, 
married  Daniel  Whittaker;  John,  b.  Dec.  16,  1673,  married  (1) 
Sarah  Hills  (2)  Elizabeth  Hayward;  Joseph  Jr.  b.  Feb.  5,  1677, 
married  (1)  Abigail  Hills,  (2)  Jeminima  Chadwicks. 

The  other  members  of  the  family,  Anne,  Dorothy,  Elizabeth,  Sarah 
Abigail,  we  are  not  concerned  with  as  we  follow  only  the  Joseph 
Jr.  line. 
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Joseph  and  Annie  Chaffee,  parents  of  the  above  children  were 
buried  in  the  ancient  Chaffee  burying  ground  which  was  on  their 
own  farm. 

(Only  the  Joseph  Jr.  line  is  followed) 

JOSEPH  JR.  born  Swansea,  Feb.  6,  1677  (Plymouth  Colonial 
Records)  and  died  in  Woodstock,  Conn.  Aug.  16,  1750.  He  married 
in  Walden,  Mass.  Dec.  1,  1709.  Abigail,  daughter  of  Graham  and 

Elizabeth (Chadwick)Hiils  and  sister  of  his  brother  John’s  wife. 
Abigail (Hills)Chaf fee  died  in  Swansea  Oct.  2,  1710  when  her 
only  child  (Benjamin)  was  three  weeks  old. 

Joseph  Jr.  married  the  second  time  in  Falmouth,  Mass.  Oct.  16, 
1712  to  Jemime  Chadwicks  of  the  place.  She  died  before  her  hus¬ 
band  as  she  is  not  mentioned  as  one  of  his  heirs  in  the  settle¬ 
ment  of  the  estate. 

By  his  second  wife  he  had:  James,  Abigail,  Thomas,  Joseph  Jr., 
Samuel,  Stephen  and  Josiah. 

(We  now  follow  the  Samuel  line) 

SAMUEL  CHAFFEE  born  in  Woodstock,  Conn.  1723  and  died  there 
Dec.  14,  1782  in  his  60th  year. 

He  married  (1)  Susanah  Lyon  in  1746.  She  died  June  9,  1768  in 
Woodstock.  By  this  marriage  he  had  the  following  children  all 
born  in  Woodstock:  Henry,  Samuel  Jr.,  Molly,  Thomas,  Caleb, 

Isaac  and  Theda. 

Isaac  Chaffee  (son  of  Samuel  and  Susannah  Lyon  Chaffee)  was  a 
private  in  Capt.  John  Carpenter’ s  Co.  of  Guards  stationed  at 
Springfield,  Vlass.  (see  Mass,  soldiers  and  sailors  of  the  War 
of  the  Revolution). 

Samuel  Chaffee  married  the  second  time  Mary  Hogarth,  who  died 
in  Woodstock  Oct.  5,  1798.  The  following  children  were  born  to 

them:  Parker  Chaffee,  Walter  Chaffee  (he  died  Dec.  1783). 

(We  now  follow  the  Henry  Chaffee  line) 

HENRY  CHAFFEE  born  Woodstock,  Mass,  (now  Conn.)  June  6,  1747  and 
died  Nov.  18,  1818.  He  married  in  Thompson,  Conn.  Dec.  17,  1767, 
Rachel  Plank,  who  died  Jan.  21,  1807.  He  settled  in  Killingly, 

Conn,  in  1768.  The  Conn.  Rev.  records  show  that  he  was  a  private 
in  Capt.  Ephraim  Manning’s  Co.  which  marched  to  the  relief  of 
Boston  on  the  Lexington  alarm  in  April  1775.  His  name  appears  in 
the  roster  of  several  companies  raised  during  the  Revolutionary 
War.  They  had  the  following  children:  Susanna,  Henry,  Zeruiah, 
Diana,  Rachel,  Michael,  Lucy  and  l^odema. 
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(We  now  follow  the  Rachel  line) 


RACHEL  CHAFFEE  daughter  of  Henry  Chaffee  and  his  wife,  Rachel 

Plank,  was  born  July  27,  1778;  married  (1)  - Philliphs - 

by  whom  she  had  two  children;  Washington  Phillips  born  Nov.  28, 
1799  ,  died  Dec.  16,  1862  and  Welcome  Phillips  born  March  4, 

1809,  died  Jan.  1,  1869. 

She  married  second  in  Danube,  N.  Y. ,  Abraham  Hardendorf,  a 
farmer  of  German  descent  born  Sept,  4,  1775,  died  Dec.  23,  1851. 
Children  born  of  this  marriage:  Henry,  b.  April  17,  1805,  marr¬ 
ied  Rachel  Frederick;  Diana,  b.  Sept.  21,  1806,  died  Jan.  1, 

1809;  Abraham  Jr.,  b.  Nov.  1,  1807,  married  Lucinda  Arnold,  died 
Jan.  26,  1893;  Susannah,  b.  July  19,  1809,  married  Michael 
Bauder;  Diadama,  b.  Aug.  20,  1811,  married  Henry  Hardendorf, 
died  July  30,  1873;  Sophia,  b.  Dec.  17,  1812,  died  July  19, 

1814;  A  child  born  July  5,  1814;  William,  b.  July  2,  1815 
(resides  in  1893  at  Little  Falls)  married  Margaret  Palmer; 

George  Michael,  b.  June  25,  1817,  married  Sarah  M.  Sherman;  Rial 
b.  Feb.  21,  1820,  died  May  15,  1838;  Clarinda,  b.(  May  15,  1822, 
died  Oct.  5,  1877,  married  Henry  Strough. 


"The  rest  of  this  geneology  continues 
Hardendorf. " 


on  the  line  of  William 

2034783 


The  mother  and  father  of  these  children  were:  Abraham  Harden - 
dorf  who  died  at  Cherry  Valley,  N.  Y. (home  of  son  George)  Dec. 
23,  1851  and  Rachel  (Chaffee)  (1st  marriage-Phillips) ,  second 
marriage-Hardendorf)  who  died  July  25,  1827. 


N. B.  The  papers  this  was  copied  from  were  sent  to  Evelina  Gray 
Fix,  Dec.  30,  1939  and  continue  to  follow  the  line  of  William 

Hardendorf  down  to  the  sender,  Hardendorf  Palmer  Richardson,  the 
grandson.  The  latter  lived  in  Herkimer,  N.  Y.  and  was  born  Jan. 
30,  1890.  He  never  married.  He  died  in  Baltimore,  Md.  His  fun¬ 

eral  was  in  the  Presbyterian  Church  in  Little  Falls,  N.  Y.  and 
he  is  buried  in  Fairfield,  N.  Y. 

(We  now  follow  the  Welcome  Phillips  line) 

WELCOME  PHILLIPS  must  have  migrated  to  New  York  State  with  his 
parents  as  further  records  are  found  mentioning  the  2  children 
by  Phillips  there  and  the  mother’ s  marriage  to  Hardendorf  there. 
He  married  Nancy  Post  jb.  Jan.  7,  T80$  to  Nathaniel  Post  (born 
Oct.  12,  1775,  died  1869)  and  Nancy  Carter  Post  (b.  Apr.  13, 

1780,  married  Sept.  9,  1799,  died  MaJ^1880)J.  The  Posts  came  to 
Norway  in  Herkimer  Co.  about  1793. 
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Nancy  Post  married  Welcome  Phillips  July  $0  f  *  t  To  them  was 
born  one  daughter,  Augusta  Nancy,  April  30,  1827.  She  married 
Dan  Kelsey  Ross  (b.  Dec.  15,  1819,  d.  Sept.  1,  1891)  on  June  3, 
1846  and  lived  in  Newport,  Herkimer  Co.,  N.  Y.  She  died  there 
April  4,  1881.  They  are  buried  there  in  the  Baptist  Cemetery  as 

are  her  parents. 

(We  now  follow  the  Augusta  Phillips  Ross  line) 

This  was  known  as  the  "TRIBE  OF  DAN" 

AUGUSTA  PHILLIPS  ROSS:  To  Dan  Kelsey  Ross  and  Augusta  Phillips 
were  born  nine  children:  -  2  boys  and  7  girls:  -  Duan^Augustus 
born  in  Norway,  N.  Y. ,  Saturday,  June  19,  1847.  On  May  26,  1874 
he  married  Emma  Davies  who  was  born  in  Litchfield,  N.  Y.  ,  Oct. 

6,  'S5Z.  They  both  died  in  Ilion,  he  April  8,  1904  and  she  May 
6,  1924.  They  had  four  children:  -  Harold  Duane,  b.  April  3, 

1876,  who  married  Grace  Hollingsworth  of  Morrisville,  N.  Y.  , 

July  5,  1906.  She  was  born  July  5,  1885.  They  had  one  son, 
Rowland  born  in  Morrisville  August  24,  1907.  Harold  died  of 

pneumonia  Oct.  12,  1912,  in  Utica,  N.  Y.  Edith  Gertrude,  born 
Aug.  25,  1877  married  Harry  A.  Foothorap  in  Ilion,  N.  Y.  Aug. 

21,  1907.  She  died  March  26,  195  1.  He  was  born  June  6,  1 8 7 3^A J ^ 
They  had  three  sons,  Ross  Wherry  born  July  10,  1908  in  Ilion, 

N.  Y.  ;  James  Frederick  born  Sept.  28,  1910  in  Harrisburg,  Penna. 
and  Robert  Duane  born  in  Harrisburg,  Pa.  Oct.  15,  1913. 

Arthur  Starr,  born  March  12,  1883,  married  Antoinette  Hoefler, 

July  8,  1907.  He  died  of  heart  trouble  Aug.  3,  1926.  She  was 
born  Feb.  11,  1884.  They  had  a  daughter  and  two  sons:  Marian 
Antoinette  born  May  19,  1910;  Arthur  Hoefler,  born  April  4,  1913 
and  died  May  23,  1949  and  Frederick  Duane,  born  March  22,  1917. 

Lela  Beatrice,  born  Oct.  5,  1880  taught  school  in  Herkimer  until 

she  became  too  deaf.  Then  she  ran  a  nursery  school  in  her  home 
in  Ilion.  She  married  George  Mayen,  July  7,  1924  but  he  died 

Oct.  7,  1924  so  she  continued  with  the  nursery  school  almost 

until  her  death,  June  26,  1957.  There  were  no  children. 
MariaAugusta  was  born  in  Newport,  N.  Y. ,  Monday,  Sept  4,  1848. 
Aug.  4,  1880  she  married  Chauncey  Towne(b.  1843,  d.  1924)  in 
Newport.  They  had  no  children  and  lived  for  the  last  40  years 
of  their  lives  in  Vineland,  N.  J.  where  they  died,  she  July  13, 
1934  at  the  age  of  85.  They  are  both  buried  in  Forest  Hill 
Cemetery,  Utica,  N.  Y.  This  was  a  Civil  War  romance. 
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Edwina  Nancy,  was  born  in  Newport,  Tuesday,  April  15,  1851  and 
died  in  Utica,  N.  Y.  Sept.  9,  1916.  She  married  William  Harrison 
Switzer  of  Little  Falls,  N.  Y.  May  9,  1878  in  Newport.  He  was  of 
German  parentage  and  was  born  in  1856  and  died  1913.  Her  mother 
objected  because  he  was  a  mason  and  she  did  not  believe  in  it 
but  Edwina  enjoyed  belonging  to  the  Eastern  Star  many  years. 
They  both  had  funerals  of  the  order  and  are  buried  in  Little 
Falls,  N.  Y.  They  had  one  son,  Floyd  Ross,  who  married  Stella 
Perkins  in  Utica,  N.  Y.  Sept.  12,  1902. 'Floyd  was  born  in  1882 
and  died  in  1937.  She  was  born  in  1881.  They  had  3  children: 
Helen,  born  Dec.  25,  1906;  Wm.  H.  II,  born  Dec.  23,  1909,  and 
Madelyn,  born  1912.. 

Velma  Ludeska  was  horn  Wednesday,  March  9,  1853  and  married 

Edward  Gaylord  Van  Housen  in  Newport  the  same  day  Duane  married 
Emma  Davies  in  Litchfield,  N.  Y. ,  May  26,  1874.  Friends,  Charles 
Norton  and  Jennie  Ball,  were  also  married  at  Jerusalem  Hill  that 
day  and  the  three  couples  went  to  Niagara  Falls,  N.  Y.  together 
on  their  honeymoon.  Van  Housen  was  born  in  Litchfield,  Sept.  11, 
1848  and  died  in  Herkimer,  Nov.  29,  1915.  She  lived  the  longest 
of  the  family,  dying  in  the  Herkimer  Hospital  at  the  age  of  91, 

0  m  ■A  ,4  O  . 

Nov.  10,  1944.  They  had  two  daughters,  Mae  Augusta  born  June  22, 
1876  and  Eva  Lodema  born  April  28,  1887  and  Wm.  Ross  born  March 
3,  1884  -  all  in  Litchfield.  They  moved  to  Herkimer  while  the 
children  were  still  in  school  and  remained  there.  Mae  married 
Irving  Romaeyn  Ellis,  June  20,  1906  in  their  home  on  Folts  St., 
He  was  born  May  23,  1882  and  died  July  22,  1957.  She  died  April 
25,  195  6.  They  had  two  daughters:  Lillian  Mae,  born1^6J[4,  19 Of) 
and  Ruth  Elizabeth,  born  Sept.  2,  196^,  both  in  Herkimer. 

William  graduated  from  Syracuse  University  as  an  engineer.  He 
married  Ovedia  Teresa  Iverson,  July  6,  1918.  They  have  lived  in 

St.  Paul,  Minn,  for  many  years.  They  had  two  children:  Evelyn 
Mae,  born  Jan.  24,  1920  and  Edward  Irvin,  born  March  4,  1922, 
both  in  St.  Paul,  Minn.  Eva  Lodema  also  graduated  from  Syracuse 
University  and  taught  school  for  a  while.  She  married  Wn.  Oscar 
Richard,  May  11,  1915.  He  was  born  in  1881.  But  she  died  Oct. 

10,  1918  leaving  no  children.  He  died  Nov.  20.  1963. 

i 

Benita  Eliza  was  born  Monday,  SeDt.  10,  1855  and  died  April  25, 
1940.  She  married  Wn.  Clare  Gray  (May  3,  1852  and  died  Aug.  29, 
1937)  on  her  birthday  in  1878  in  the'  garden  of  the  home  on 
Mechanic  St.  in  Newport.  They  lived  in  Utica,  N.  Y.  running  a 
bed,  feather  and  rug  cleaning  business  there  for  many  years. 
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They  had  one  son  and  two  daughters.  The  son,  Ross,  was  born  in 
1893  but  died  in  1898  at  the  age  of  five.  The  daughters: 

Evalina  Marie,  born  May  28,  1895,  married  Wm.  Anthony  Fix  from 

down  the  Hudson  River,  Feb.  14,  1916.  He  was  born  in  1885.  They 

had  two  children  Wm.  Grayson,  born  Aug.  9,  1919  and  Carolyn 

Elizabeth,  born  Nov.  28,  1922  both  in  Utica,  N. Y.  The  second 

daughter,  Alma  Ruth,  was  born  Dec.  29,  1897  and  married  Albert 

Daniel  Silvernail,  Nov.  1,  1919  in  Utica.  He  was  born  Feb.  14, 

1898  in  the  town  of  Manhein  near  Dolgeville,  N.  Y.  They  had  two 
children,  a  girl  and  a  boy,  but  the  boy  died  so  they  adopted  a 
son.  The  daughter,  Ruth  Louise,  was  born  in  Utica,  Oct.  13,  1920. 
The  son  Richard  Albert  was  born  Aug.  6,  1925  and  died  Sept.  25, 
1925.  The  other  son,  David  Donald  was  born  Feb.  17,  1932.  The 
two  Gray  daughters  and  their  husbands  ran  the  Gray*  s  Bedding  and 
Carpet -cleaning  business  for  a  number  of  years,  then  the  Fix 
couple  bought  out  the  younger  ones  and  continued  it  until  about 
three  years  ago,  when  they  sold  it  and  retired.  The  younger 
sister,  Alma  and  her  husband  took  over  a  similar  business  her 
father.  Will  Gray  had  started  years  ago  in  Rochester,  N.  Y.  They 
moved  to  Rochester  with  their  family  at  that  time  and  have  lived 
there  ever  since. 

Della  Mary  was  born  Thursday,  May  8,  1862  in  Newport,  N.  Y.  and 

died  in  Utica  Mar.  4,  1920.  She  married  George  Martin  in  Newport 

April  30,  1879.  He  was  born  Sept.  4,  1858  and  died  in  Utica  Sept. 
2,  1893.  They  had  three  sons:  Roy  Haskell,  born  in  Newport,  early 
in  1881;  Lee  Gray  born  in  Utica,  April  2,  1883  and  Jay  born  in 
Utica  in  1887.  Jay  only  lived  until  the  spring  of  1892.  Roy 
married  Madge  Gale  of  Clinton,  N.  Y.  the  same  time  his  mother, 
Della,  remarried,  Sept.  12,  1903  in  Utica,  N.  Y.  Della  married 
her  cousin,  Orville  Ross  from  Lowville,  N.  Y.  It  was  his  second 
marriage  ,  too,  his  wife  having  died  and  left  him  with  two 
daughters.  They  were  full-grown  at  the  time.  Madge  was  born  Nov. 
10,  1884.  She  and  Roy  had  two  sons  born  in  Utica:  Homer  Simmonds 
born  Mar.  24,  190*J  and  Robert  Ross  born  July  7,  1919.  They  lived 
in  Utica  for  years  running  a  printing  business  then  moved  to 
Syracuse  and  its  suburbs.  Roy  died  in  Mattydale  Aug.  27,  1938. 

Lee  married  Lucy  Wood  of  Trenton  Falls,  N.  Y.  Aug.  31,  1904. 

They  lived  for  years  in  New  Hartford,  N.  Y.  where  he  ran  a  dairy. 
He  died  there  Nov.  16,  1950.  They  had  no  children.  She  still 

lives  there. 

Alma  Celestia  was  born  Friday,  Mar.  3,  1865  in  Newport,  N.  Y.  and 
died  in  a  nursing  home  on  Oxford  Rd. ,  New  Hartford,  N.  Y.  Jan. 

17,  1944. 
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She  was  always  smaller  than  the  rest  of  the  sisters  so  was 
known  as  their  "little  sister".  She  never  married.  After  the 
parents  both  died  and  the  home  on  Mechanic  St.  in  Newport  was 


broken  up  and  sold  she  always  lived  with  one  of  the  sisters, 
taking  turns.  For  years  she  suffered  with  eczema  and  finally 
died  of  it  in  complication  with  pneumonia.  She  was  next  to  the 


last  to  die  of  the  family. 

Willie  Dan  was  born  Tuesday,  May  29,  1866  and  died  two  weeks 

later,  June  13,  1866. 


OLetta  Victoria  was  born  Sunday,  May  26 


Y. 


and  died  in  the  Presbyterian  Hospital,  New  York  Cityr  Julyl23, 
1939.  She  married  Roselle  Bowen  Root  of  Newport,  Sept'!'  28,  1887. 

He  had  been  born  in  Russia,  Herkimer  Co.,  N.  Y.  ,  May  26,  1866 

and  moved  to  Newport  with  his  parents  as  a  young  boy.  He  only 
lived  7  years,  dying  very  suddenly  in  the  night,  July  24-,  1  894- 

just  after  their  second  daughter  was  born,  in  West  Eaton,  N.  Y. 

He  is  buried  in  the  Root  plot  in  Newport.  She  is  buried  in  the 
Graves’  plot  there.  They  had  two  daughters  Della  Elizabeth, 
born  in  Newport,  June  6,  1892  died  four  days  later.  Lula 

Augusta  was  born  Saturday,  June  30,  1894-  in  West  Eaton,  N.  Y. 

and  still  lives  in  Utica,  N.  Y.  The  widowed  sister,  Della,  took 
Oletta  and  her  new  baby  in  after  her  husband’s  sudden  death  and 
taught  her  the  dressmaking  trade  which  she  plied  all  her  life  to 
earn  a  living.  On  Oct.  12,  1901  she  remarried  -  Marshall  Tayntor 

a  farmer  of  West  Eaton,  N.  Y.  and  went  there  to  live  again.  This 
time  it  was  near  Pierceville  between  Eaton  and  West  Eaton. 

In  a  year  and  a  half  she  and  the  8  year  old  daughter  were  back 
in  Utica.  Mr.  Tayntor  was  a  much  older  man  who  had  been  twice 
married  and  widowed  before.  He  had  3  grown  sons  by  his  previ¬ 
ous  wives.  One  wished  to  marry  and  take  over  the  farm  so  he 
insisted  on  moving  to  Utica.  He  never  joined  them  there  and  died 
in  1908  on  his  farm.  Oletta  was  talented  musically.  She  had  an 
exceptionally  fine  contralto  voice  that  was  never  trained.  The 
daughter  inherited  this  talent  and  developed  her  voice.  When 
she  was  of  age  they  went  to  New  York  City  to  live  where  she 
earned  their  living  with  singing.  She  never  married.  She  traveled 
to  New  Zealand  and  thru  out  the  Northwestern  U. S.  and  in  the 
large  cities  on  the  Eastern  seaboard  singing  in  concert,  church 
and  opera. 
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4th ,  5th  and  6th  Generations 

DUANE  AUGUSTUS  line  -  -  Harold  Duane  Ross 

Rowland  Hollingsworth  Ross,  married  Augusta  Haynes  of  Watertown 
N.  Y.  ,  May  3,  1929.  She  was  born  Feb.  1  1,  1907.  They  have  one 
son,  John  Harold,  born  in  Watertown,  N.  Y.  Dec.  8,  1930.  Both 

are  in  the  teaching  profession,  Rowland  as  the  principal  of  the 
Central  School  in  Hast ings-on-t he-Hudson  and  she  as  a  kinder¬ 
garten  teacher  there.  John  Harold  Ross  is  a  lawyer  living  on 
Long  Island,  N.  Y.  He  married  Nancy  Gibbons,  born  Dec.  2,  1932, 
and  they  have  eight  children:  Mary  Lynn,  born  July  6,  1955  in 
New  York  City;  John  Kevin  born  May  18,  1956  in  Arlington,  Va. ; 
Kathryn  Ann  born  May  27,  1957  in  Arlington,  Va.  ;  Peter  Hynes 
born  July  19,  1958  in  Long  Island,  N.  Y. ;  Jennifer  Marie  born 
June  18,  1959  in  Long  Island,  N.  Y.  ;  Patricia  Ellen  born  Oct.  9, 
I960  in  Long  Island,  N.  Y. ;  Gerald  Anthony  born  Feb.  20.  1963 
&  Thomas  Patrick  bom  Jan.  2,  1964  in  Long  Island,  N.  Y. 

Edith  Gertrude  Foothorap 


Ross  Wherry  Foothorap  married  Ann  Louise  Dietz,  Nov.  4,  1933  at 
Harrisburg,  Pa.  She  was  born  June  23,  1910.  They  had  two  child¬ 
ren:  Ann  Louise  born  Nov.  27,  1935  and  Harry  Arthur  I V  born  s 

June  28,  1938.  Ann  Foothorap  married  Frank  E.  Herrera  Oct.  8,  c  ^  ' 

1960  in  Worms,  Germany.  He  was  born  Feb.  24,  1936  in  Montpelier, 

Vt.,  U.  S.A.  They  have  two  children:  Michael  Ross  Herrera  born 
Dec.  6,  1961  in  Heidelberg,  Germany  and  Tianna  Louise  Herrera 

born  Aug.  18,  1963  in  Munich,  Germany. 

James  Frederick  Foothorap  married  Leonora  Brockway  Fite  in 
Princeton,  N.  J. ,  April  17,  1948.  She  was  born  in  Livingston, 

Ala.  April  2,  1913.  They  have  three  children:  Elizabeth  Lee 
born  Sept.  19,  1949  in  New  York  City;  Barbara  Jane  born  Jan.  26 
1953  in  Short  Hills,  N.  J. ;  Edith  Ross  born  June  19,  1954  in 
Short  Hills,  N.  J. 

Robert  Duane  Foothorap  married  Betty  Martina  Handest,  June  3, 

1939  at  Mercersburg,  Pa.  She  was  born  July  11,  1915  in  New  York 

City.  They  have  three  children:  Robert  Duane  Jr.  born  Jan.  17, 

1942  in  New  York  City;  Susanne  born  March  27,  1948  in  Bronxville, 

N.  Y.  and  Bett ina  also  born  in  Bronxville,  N.  Y.  July  19,  1957. 

Arthur  Starr  Ross 


Marian  Antoinette  Ross  married  Richard  Morse  of  Binghamton,  N. Y. 
May  5,  1940.  He  died  April  3,  1956  at  the  age  of  49.  They  had 
no  children.  Arthur  Hoefler  Ross  never  married.  Frederick  Duane 
Ross  married  Charlotte  Elizabeth  Ferguson  of  Little  Falls,  N.  Y. 
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on  July  5,  194-2.  She  was  born  July,  4,  1918.  They  had  two  child¬ 
ren:  Nancy  Elizabeth  born  Jan.  10,  1944  and  Barbara  Ann  born  May 

12,  1947.  Charlotte  died  Dec.  6,  1947.  On  Aug.  27,  194^  Frederick 
married  again.  She  was  Marian  Tomlinson  of  Schenectady,  N.  Y. 

She  was  born  Jan.  24,  1920.  They  have  six  children:  Diane  Rae 
born  July  20,  1950;  Sharon  Lee  born  Oct.  20,  195  1;  Frede rick 
Duane  Jr.  born  Sept.  22,  1953;  Arthur  Starr,  II  born  April  3, 

1955;  Richard  Philip  born  Aug.  7,  1957;  Robert  Tomlinson  born 
July  12,  1959. 

EDWINA  NANCY  SWITZER  1 ine 

Helen  Switzer  married  Joseph  M.  Casalett,  May  12,  1943.  She  and 

her  husband  (who  was  born  May  4,  1908)  adopted  a  girl,  Janice 

Christine  who  was  born  Aug.  21,  1948.  William  H.  Switzer, II 

married  Catherine  Nessler  (who  was  born  July 18, 1912) July  18, 
1932.  They  have  four  children:  Sandra  Kay  born  Jan.  26,  1936. 

She  married  Marvin  Ray  Clark,  III,  Oct.  21,  1961.  He  was  born 
Dec.  7,  1935.;  Penelope  Anne  born  March  17,  1938.  She  married 

Mark  LeRoy  Troutman  Dec.  3,  1960.  He  was  born  July  17,  1935. 

They  have  a  son,  Daniel  Mark,  born  Sept.  1,  1963. 

Judith  Yvonne  born  May  9,  1939,  married  Bruqe  Joseph  Baird  on 
Aug.  7,  1960.  He  was  born  Oct.  11,  1938. 

William  Harrison  Switzer, III,  was  born  Oct.  29,  1940. 

Madelyn  Switzer  married  Dale  Royce  Risney  July  15,  1933.  He  was 

born  Nov.  26,  1908.  They  have  two  children:  Suzanne  born  June 
15,  1934  and  Dale  Royce  Risney,  Jr.  He  was  born  Dec.  24,  1938. 
Suzanne  married  Stanley  George  Pike,  Oct.  14,  1961.  He  was  born 
March  17,  1928.  They  have  one  son,  Stephen  Brock  Pike,  born 

Sept.  30,  1962. 

VELMA  LUDESKA  VANH0USEN  line 

Lillian  Mae  Ellis  married  Harold  McRorie  Colman,  May  4,  1940.  He 

was  born  Aug.  20,  1905.  They  have  two  daughters:  Linda  Mae 

Colman  born  Feb.  11,  1942  and  Carol  Ruth  Colman  born  Jan.  1, 

1944. 

Ruth  Elizabeth  Ellis  married  Maynard  Arthur  Knights  April  14, 
1944.  He  was  born  Aug.  2,  1906.  They  have  no  children. 

Evelyn  Mae  Van  Housen  married  James  Polk  Moore,  April  14,  1944. 
He  was  born  Sept.  14,  1908  in  Tower,  Pa.  This  was  a  war  romance 
as  she  was  in  U.  S.  M. C(W. R. )  and  he  was  in  the  U.  S.  Marine  Corps, 
too.  They  have  three  children  Sail  Vee  Moore  born  Mar.  1  1,  1945, 

William  Hart  Moore  born  July  18,  1948  and  Judith  Ann  Moore  born 
May  13,  1950. 
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Edward  Irvin  Van  Housen  married  Dorothy  Puiicher  (b.  Mar.  19, 

1922)  on  Sept.  13,  1947.  They  had  five  children,  one  of  who 

died  young:  Sandra  Van  Housen  born  June  6,  1948;  William  Albert 

Van  Housen  born  June  6,  1950,  died  Mar.  26,  1952;  Barbara  Ann 
Van  tiousen  born  Aug.  20,  195  1;  Peter  Ross  Van  Housen  born  May 
19,  1954;  Patricia  Ann  Van  Housen  born  Aug.  16,  1956. 

BENITA  ELIZA  GRAY  1 ine 

William  Grayson  Fix  married  Jean  Haight  in  1945.  This  was  also 
a  wartime  romance.  She  was  born  Aug.  15,  1917.  They  have  five 
children;  William  Charles  Fix  born  Oct.  19,  1948;  Jonathan  Haight 

Fix  born  Jan.  5,  195  1;  Theodore  Gray  Fix  born  Febi.  3,  1955; 

Janice  Letitia  Fix  born  Mar.  21,  1955;  Paul  Mathew  Fix  born  Jan. 
2,  1958. 

Ruth  Louise  Silvernail  married  Howard  James  Frank  Jan.  19,  1942. 

He  was  born  Cct.  10,  1910  and  served  in  the  2nd  World  War.  They 

have  eight  children:  James  Bruce  Frank  born  in  Rochester,  N.  Y. 
March  30,  1943;  Edward  Albert  Frank  born  Nov.  3,  1936;  Linda  Ann 

Frank  born  Nov.  19,  1947;  Carol  Jean  Frank  born  Jan.  24,  1949; 
Daniel  Charles  Frank  born  Feb.  8,  1950;  Joyce  Alma  Frank  born 

June  9,  1952;  William  Howard  Frank  born  April  18,  1956;  Thomas 

Richard  Frank  born  April  3,  1960. 

David  Donald  Silvernail  married  Joanne  Laura  Phelps,  Sept.  22, 
1955.  She  was  born  Feb.  11,  1933.  They  have  three  children: 

Ronald  Albert  Silvernail  born  June  5,  1952;  Donald  Charles 
Silvernail  born  Sept.  7,  1958;  John  David  Silvernail  born  Feb.  1, 

1962.  David  Silvernail  is  the  one  in  this  family  who  is  carrying 
on  the  Gray’ s  Carpet  Cleaning  business  in  Rochester  that  Alma 
Gray  Silvernail  and  her  husband  Albert  took  over. 

OELLA  MARY  MARTIN  1 ine 

Homer  Simmonds  Martin  married  Luella  Gauthier,  Aug.  3,  1926. 

She  was  born  June  7,  1906.  They  had  two  sons:  Homer  Roy  born  in 

Utica,  N.  Y.  ,  Aug.  25,  1927.  A  second,  Peter  Gauthier  born  in 
Syracuse,  N.  Y.  ,  May  20,  1942,  died  a  month  later.  Homer  Roy 
Mart  in  married  Earleen  Stephens,  Sept.  13,  1947.  She  was  born 

Sept.  29,  1927.  He  is  a  fine  artist,  holding  exhibitions 

various  places  and  selling  his  pictures.  Munson-Wi 1 1 iams 
Proctor  Art  Museum  have  two  of  them.  She  is  also  interested  in 
art  work.  They  have  four  children:  Deborah  Luella,  born  1949; 
Homer,  III,  born  1952;  Kim  I,  born  1956;  Page  Edward,  born  1960. 
Robert  Ross  Martin  married  Mabel  Neil,  April  15,  1950.  She  was 
born  Nov.  11,  1921.  They  have  two  sons:  William  Lee  born  1951; 

Robert  Warren  born  1953. 


:vtJ  biJKvbl 


‘  "  -  ^  .it#  '  “  ' - - -  *““,f 


Lalb  <0W  ,d  an  (  mqd;  n  jV 


nnfi  m.ficbu;$  ,d£ 


»ft i!  YAW  ASIJ3  AT •  M 3 8 


m*  i J  i  H 


; S j  ’ !  ,{M  .u;  .V  O-  ;.•>  •  •..*;"•! /;*’ liV/ 


f  •* 


»*I  Kfte  AIPI 


i>ri*  ri  bdv*:32  brc  0 f ^ I  ;0i  3t 
mod  ir-iM  aovtf  :»3tI;JL  i  <b  jtfiua  jvcH 


,i3vo  -Jo-  1  Jiodb  bnr.d  ini  tari  '  njf  li;  vi^v  >'  \r*‘»0 


Sf ill*] : SAM  .  SM  ‘JJ30 


tnoiuci  :h  y  ji.ibioii  ,  »> :  ;ii.  ami  £  n  »B  .'u7  *?-  •  ^ 
*r.ai  '  J  iW  r>  w  .'Oi'..  j  d  bru.  >j  !q  coo 

mod  tbi«wta  jdJ'M  **'Od  ,1  <ni)i  f S < P I  hkk  .ill  r»»«*ofc 


.OU’i  «H  liiq/  ,U;>K  l:>dDf/  b.i i  n £fli  ii xr  t/ 

tJfvr.H  ysril 

.till  mod  n;i  t>V< 


. 

V 


Homer  Martin  and  his  son  and  brother,  Robert  Martin,  have  a 
printing  business  in  Syracuse,  following  in  the  father  and 
grandfather,  Roy  H.  Martin*  s  footsteps. 
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MILITARY  SERVICE 


CHAUNCEY  TOWNE  was  the  only  Civil  War  veteran  in  the  family.  He 
served  as  Corpl.  in  Co.  1-8 1st  Reg.  N.  Y.  Volunteers. 

The  generation  of  the  First  World  War  was  not  the  right 
age  for  military  service.  Lula  Root  served  as  a  clerk  in  the 
Adjutant*  General’s  office  in  Washington,  D.C.  But  the  Second 
World  War  took  the  fourth  generation:  - 

JAMES  FREDERICK  F00TH0RAP:  -  1932-1942  -  2nd  Lt.  field  Reserve 
Jan.  194-2  -  April  194-6  -  2nd  Lt.  to  Lt.  Col.  in  Military 
Intelligence  (Counter-Intelligence  Corps)  serving  in  Washington, 
D.C. ;  Baltimore,  Md. ;  England,  France  and  Germany.  Awarded 
Bronz  Star  and  four  battle  stars.  Apr.  1946  -  June  1958  Military 
Intelligence  Reserve,  retiring  as  a  Colonel. 

ROBERT  DUANE  F00TH0RAP:  -  Commissioned  Ensign,  LJSNR  at  gradua- 
tion  from  Yale  University,  June  6,  1936.  Called  into  active 
service,  Navy,  April  20,  1941.  Made  Flag  Secretary  to  Director 

of  Naval  Communications,  Washington,  D.C.  Was  on  duty  Sunday, 
Dec.  7,  1941  and  physically  ran  message  to  General  George 

Marshall  of  air  raid  on  Pearl  Harbor.  In  June  1942,  ordered  to 
USS  Montpelier,  CL  57,  a  light  cruiser  building  in  Camden,  N.  J. 
Ship  commissioned  in  Sept.  1942.  Joined  Halsey’s  South  Pacific 
Force  in  Jan.  1943.  Engaged  in  following  sea  actions  as  Commun¬ 
ications  Officer,  C.  I.C.  Officer  and  Fighter  Director; 
Guadalcanal,  Rennell  Island,  Kolabangara,  Munda,  Kula  Gulf, 
Empress  Augusta  Bay,  Bougainville,  Saipan,  Tinian,  Guam,  Battle 
of  the  Phillipine  Sea,  Lingayen  Gulf,  Corrigedor  and  Borneo. 
Awarded  14  Battle  Stars  and  the  Naval  Ribbon  of  Commendation. 
Relieved  from  active  service  as  Commander  USNR,  Sept.  25,  1945. 
Retired  from  USNR,  April  1951. 

HARRY  ARTHUR  F00TH0RAP  II:  -  joined  U.S.A.  Reserve  Dec.  3,  1959, 
serving  from  January  17,  1960,  3  months  at  Ft.  Dlx,  N.  J.  and  3 
months,  Ft.  Bragg,  N.  C.  He  has  remained  in  the  Reserve  ever 
since,  giving  the  customary  drill  and  camp  training  time  each 
year. 

FRANK  HERRARA:  -  graduated  from  West  Point,  N.  Y.  in  1959,  ser¬ 
ved  at  Ft.  Benning,  Ga.  then  went  to  Germany  where  he  is  at 
present  serving  as  Captain  in  10th  Special  Forces  Group  Adr- 
bourne. 
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ARTHUR  HOEFLER  ROSS:  -  enlisted  in  the  U.S.  Navy,  Jan.  4-,  1943 
and  was  discharged  Dec.  17,  1945  as  Chief  Carpenter’ s  Mate.  He 

served  in  the  Pacific  Area. 

JOSEPH  MARTIN  CASALETT:  -  entered  the  service  in  1942,  was  com¬ 
missioned  a  Lt.  at  Fort  Benning  in  March  1943;  he  served  in  the 
first  wave  landing  on  Kiska  in  the  Aleutian  Islands;  first 
assualt  on  the  Marshall  Islands  at  Eniwetok;  landed  with  first 
troops  on  Leyte  in  the  Phillipines  and  was  in  the  first  attack 
on  Okinawa  where  he  was  wounded  in  1946.  He  was  a  member  of  the 
7th  Infantry  Division.  He  received  the  Purple  Heart. 

MARVIN  RAY  CLARK:  -  served  as  1st  Lt.  in  the  U.S.  Air  Force 
from  July  24,  1958  to  July  23,  1961. 

MARK  TROUTMAN:  -  is  at  present  an  Ensign  in  U.S.  Navy  having 
served  since  Jan.  7,  1954.  He  is  making  it  his  career. 

EVELYN  VAN  HOUSEN  MOORE:  -  served  with  the  U.S.M.C.  (W.R.)  April 
1943  to  August  1944. 

JAMES  POLK  MOORE:  served  in  U.S.  Army  1927  -  1931  and  U.S.M.C. 
Oct.  1932  to  August  1944. 

EDWARD  IRVIN  VAN  HOUSEN:  -  enlisted  as  an  Apprentice  Seaman  in 
1942,  was  commissioned  as  Ensign  in  the  Naval  Supply  Corps 
Reserve  early  in  February  1944,  and  was  mustered  out  as  a 
Lieutenant  (jg)  in  September  1945. 

WILLIAM  GRAYSON  FIX:  -  enlisted  in  the  U.S.  Army  Signal  Corps, 

Ft.  Monmouth,  N.  J.,  Sept.  22,  1941  and  was  assigned  Army  Serial 

No.  12,029,853.  He  served  in  the  North  African  campaign  and  in 
Belgium  in  the  9th  Air  Force.  He  was  honorably  discharged  and 
mustered  cut  in  Sept.  1945  as  a  Tech.  Corporal. 

CAROLYN  ELIZABETH  FIX:  -  enlisted  in  the  Women’s  Army  Corps 
Nov.  5,  1943,  at  Ft.  Ogelthorpe,  Ga. ,  and  was  assigned  Army 

Serial  No.  A-216084.  She  was  honorably  discharged  and  mustered 
out  June  30,  1948  at  Leterman  General  Hospital,  the  Precidio 

San  Francisco,  Calif.,  as  a  Staff  Sergeant  and  X-Ray  Technician. 

HOWARD  JAMES  FRANK:  -  inducted  U.S.  Army,  June  29,  1942.  Trained 
at  Camp  Gruber,  Okla. ,  stationed  at  Ft.  Sam  Houston,  Texas, 
shipped  out  via  Virginia  as  Tech.  4th  Cl.  Motor  Mechainc.  Landed 
Africa  Dec.  20,  1943,  Casablanca,  Algeria.  Thence  to  Naples, 

Italy  spring  of  1944  -  315th  Med.  Bat.  of  the  88th  Inf.  Div. 
Received  Good  Conduct  Medal,  Amer.  Service  Medal,  Eur-Afr. 

Middle  Eastern  Service  Medal.  Took  part  in  N.  Apponines, 
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Po  Valley,  Rome-Arno,  thru  Italian  Alps  to  Brunner  Pass. 

Worked  with  the  German  prisoners  till  the  return  to  U.S.A. 

Nov.  1,  194-5.  Discharged  from  Camp  Dix,  Nov.  5,  194-5. 

JAMES  BRUCE  FRANK:  -  enlisted  in  (J.S.  Air  Force,  Oct.  19,  1962. 
Trained  at  Lackland  AF  Base,  Tex.  and  Lowery  AF  Base,  Denvar, 
Colo. ,  then  sent  to  Okinawa  as  Airman  3rd  Cl. ,  where  he  is  now. 
He  is  a  member  of  the  AF  Pistol  team  of  the  Far  East.  Has  rec¬ 
eived  many  trophies  for  his  shooting  in  competion. 

ROBERT  ROSS  MARTIN:  -  enlisted  Jan.  4-,  194-3  and  served  until 
Jan.  16,  194-6.  He  served  as  Staff  Sergeant  with  the  Hq.  1113th 
Engineer  Construction  Group  in  the  Pacific  Theater  of  War. 
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FAMILY  MEMORIES 

as  told  by  the  Youngest  Daughter  to  her  Daughter 


Of  the  9  children  born,  8  grew  up,  7  got  married  and 
6  had  children.  IXiane  was  born  at  the  Phillips*  home  on  White 
Creek.  After  his  parents  moved  to  Mechanic  St.  in  Newport  he 
lived  with  his  grandparents  a  lot.  In  the  Mechanic  St.  home  the 
parents  slept  on  a  bed  built  into  an  alcove  on  the  main  floor. 
Underneath  it  was  a  trundle  bed.  There  was  a  wooden  cradle  too. 
In  these  two  the  youngest  ones  slept.  As  the  girl9  grew  they 
went  upstairs  to  double  beds,  two  beds  in  a  large  room.  Each  of 
the  oldest  sisters  looked  after  one  of  the  youngest  three.  When 
Letta  was  small  Velma  took  her  upstairs  during  a  severe  thunder 
storm  and  knelt  down  with  her  beside  their  bed  and  prayed. 

Letta  was  never  scared  of  the  thunder  and  lighting  after  that. 

At  one  time  Dan  Ross  ran  a  general  store  on  Main  St.  in 
Newport.  In  winter  he  used  to  bring  home  oysters  for  the  family 
suppers.  He  made  taffy  to  sell  in  the  store,  -  had  a  hook  in 
the  kitchen  he  used  to  pull  it  over.  He  also  made  ice-cream  to 
sell  in  the  store,  -  and  for  the  church  festivals.  By  then  he 
only  had  two  teeth.  He  claimed  they  were  his  nsweet  teeth".  He 
could  not  go  to  war  because  of  this,  -  he  couldn’ t  bite  off  the 
caps  in  loading  the  gun.  But  he  trained  drummers  and  fifers  to 
go.  He  used  to  drill  them  in  the  barn.  Augusta  made  the  button¬ 
holes  in  many  of  the  overcoats  worn  by  the  Army  of  the  Republic 
in  the  Civil  War. 

Dan  was  a  painter  and  paper-hanger.  He  liked  to  rise  early 
and  paint  before  other  people  were  up.  One  year  he  painted  the 
Methodist  Church  in  Newport.  He  saved  the  spire  until  last. 
After  finishing  it  he  sat  up  there  early  in  the  morning  and 
played  his  fife,  wakening  all  the  townspeople.  That  was  his 
joke.  When  Roselle  Root  was  in  his  teens  he  was  painting  the 
Root  home  on  the  outskirts  of  Newport.  He  had  started  early  as 
usual  so  was  hungry  in  the  middle  of  the  forenoon.  When  he  came 
down  the  ladder  for  something  he  called  the  boy  and  told  him  if 
he’d  get  him  a  f ried-cake  (doughnut)  he’d  give  him  the  pick  of 
his  daughters.  So  when  Roselle  decided  he  wanted  to  marry  Olett 
he  didn’ t  have  to  ask  Dan  for  her,  he  claimed.  After  their 
marriage  he  used  to  tell  her  "bought  her  for  a  donut". 

Esther  Bray  was  a  freed  slave  who  had  grown  up  with 
Augusta  Phillips.  They  were  like  sisters.  She  was  married  and 
lived  across  the  street  from  the  Ross  family,  the  two  families 
going  back  and  forth  freely.  "Aunt  Esther"  was  a  real  aunt  to 
the  Ross  children.  Letta  told  her  of  her  first  experience 
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drowning  a  cat.  She  wa9  a  toddler  and  staying  with  Aunt  Esther, 
playing  in  her  backyard.  Aunt  Esther  was  busy  about  the  house. 
Finally  Letta  came  in  with  a  bedraggled  kitten  saying, "I  can’t 
get  this  one  to  sleep.  The  others  have  all  gone  to  sleep.  "  Aunt 
Esther  went  to  see.  The  child  had  drowned  the  other  four  in  her 
rain  tub  out  the  back  door! 

As  a  nurse  and  midwife  Esther  Bray  brought  all  of 
Augusta’ s  children  into  the  world  and  some  of  her  grandchildren. 
She  cared  for  her  the  last  winter  of  her  life.  Oletta  was  13 
that  winter  and  had  to  help  with  the  big  washings  of  the  family. 
She  and  her  father  did  them.  Augusta  was  brought  home  just  be¬ 
fore  election  day  from  Litchfield  where  she  had  been  visiting 
Velma  and  her  family.  They  had  her  in  an  armchair  in  a  lumber 
wagon.  She  had  had  a  stroke.  Della  was  home  waiting  for  Roy  to 
arrive.  Finally  Maria  came  home  with  a  sprained  ankle.  She  also 
injured  her  knee  so  she  couldn’t  get  around  much, -but  she  could 
rTbossn.  As  the  oldest  this  was  always  a  strong  point  with  her. 
Then  there  was  Alma,  the  father,  and  herself.  Water  had  to  be 
brought  in  from  the  well  or  rain-barrel.  There  was  a  pump  in  the 
kitchen  but  that/fc*  to  drink. 

Aunt  Esther  used  to  tease  Letta  and  Alma  by  kissing  the 
new  baby’s  bottom  after  she  had  bathed  him,  saying  "he  was  just 
as  clean  there  as  anywhere".  The  night  after  the  mother  died 
more  of  the  family  were  home  and  the  little  house  was  crowded  so 
Letta  had  to  sleep  in  the  old  cradle.  It  was  in  the  room  with 
the  dead  mother  and  Velma  objected.  So  they  took  it  upstairs. 

There  was  4-0  yards  of  carpet  in  the  loom,  the  mother  had 
been  weaving  before  she  was  taken  ill  so  Della  and  Maria  fin¬ 
ished  weaving  it  during  the  winter.  All  the  family  knew  how  to 
sew.  They  used  to  have  the  latest  "fancy  work"  or  craft  to  work 
on  always.  The  older  ones  could  weave.  Their  mother  used  to  pay 
the  little  ones  a  penny  for  putting  the  warp  through  every  six 
heddles  when  she  was  setting  up  the  loom  but  Letta  and  Alma 
didn’t  learn  to  weave.  The  whole  family  could  do  anything  they 
turned  their  hand  to.  Several  of  the  girls  earned  their  living 
dressmaking;  Maria,  Della,  and  Oletta  did  for  years.  One  of  the 
earliest  memories  is  if  the  family  gathered  around  the  living- 
room  lamp,  embroidering,  crocheting,  knitting,  sewing  while 
their  father  read.  Later  he  would  get  some  apples,  peel  them  and 
hand  around  the  pieces  on  the  tip  of  his  knife. 

Another  was  music: -each  one  playing  some  instrument,  - 
the  piano,  the  fiddle,  the  fife,  the  tambourine,  bones, -alto¬ 
gether  and  singing  too.  Augusta  played  the  piano  and  taught  it 
not  only  to  her  family  but  gave  others  lessons  to  help  the 
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family  exchequer.  Her  father  played  the  "bass  fiddle",  what  we 
now  call  a  violoncello.  He  had  a  good  instrument  which  is  still 
in  existence  and  being  played  at  present  by  one  of  his  heirs,  a 
great,  great,  great,  great  granddaughter.  Dan  played  the  fife. 

In  later  years  he  always  carried  a  silver  one  in  his  boot  leg. 

It  was  there  the  day  he  was  killed  on  the  railroad  in  Little 
Falls,  N.  Y.  There  is  an  oil  painting  of  him  playing  it  in  some 
parade  in  Utica,  N.  Y. ,  in  the  Newport  Public  Library.  Floyd 
Switzer  discovered  it  in  a  photographer’s  window  on  lower 
Genesee  St.,  after  Dan’s  death.  The  family  never  knew  the  artist 
had  taken  the  picture  and  painted  it.  George  Bradford,  president 
of  the  Oneida  National  Bank  and  formerly  from  Newport,  bought  it 
and  presented  it  to  the  libray  before  he  died. 

Duane  played  the  violin.  All  the  girls  played  the  piano 
more  or  less.  Velma  played  the  organ.  They  had  a  one-manual 
pipe  organ  in  the  barn.  Whence  it  came  Letta  did  not  know  but 
she  had  it  when  they  broke  up  the  home  after  both  parents  had 
died.  Maria  taught  piano  for  years  and  played  in  public  until 
she  died  at  the  age  of  85.  Edwina  played  the  hymns  all  through 
a  church  revival  one  winter.  Velma  played  the  organ  till  she 
became  too  deaf  to  enjoy  it.  But  she  sang  nevertheless  almost 
until  she  died.  Benita  played  piano  and  sang,  until  she  died. 
Alma  played  as  a  girl.  Oletta  played  the  piano  all  her  life  And 
the  pipe  organ  in  the  Baptist  Churches  in  Newport  and  West 
Eaton,  N.  Y.  They  all  sang.  Oletta  had  a  fine  contralto  voice 
and  sang  in  many  choirs  and  choruses.  Della  always  had  a  piano 
and  played  for  her  own  pleasure. 

Oletta  played  by  ear  until  she  was  11.  She  played  the 
hymns  in  Sunday  School  that  way.  The  winter  after  her  mother 
died  she  and  Alma  and  their  father  spent  in  Philadelphia,  Pa., 
with  Maria.  Maria  taught  both  the  girls  piano  that  winter  and 
Oletta  learned  to  read  notes.  The  older  sisters  hadn’ t  realized 
she  played  entirely  by  ear,  but  they  had  helped  her  to  learn  to 
do  it  by  correcting  her  whenever  she  was  at  the  piano  "picking 
things  out".  It  was  a  great  relaxation  to  her  in  later  years  to 
"play  her  troubles  away"  at  the  piano  when  things  weren’t  going 
very  well. 

Duane  sold  sewing  machines  in  the  early  years,  foot-pow¬ 
ered  ones.  Their  mother  used  to  do  all  the  family  sewing  on  one, 
even  piecing  bed-quilts.  He  traveled  around  the  country-side 
with  the  machine  in  the  back  of  his  buggy  and  to#/<,his  "little 
sister,  Alma",  with  him  to  demonstrate  it  in  the  towns,  it  was 
so  easy  to  use.  He  had  a  store  on  Genesee  St.,  and  used  business 
cards,  some  that  had  Alma’s  picture  on  using  the  machine. 
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Several  of  the  sisters  were  married  in  the  garden  of  the 
home  on  Mechanic  St.  There  were  a  large  variety  of  fruit  trees 
there  and  a  line  of  sugar  maples  in  front  that  their  father  used 
to  tap  every  spring. 

Oletta  was  just  the  right  age  to  help  take  care  of  the 
neices  and  nephews  as  the  new  babies  came  along.  So  she  used  to 
go  the  older  sister’s  and  Duane’s  homes  to  help.  That  may  be  the 
reason  she  became  the  "favorite"  aunt  with  them  in  later  years. 
She  was  also  a  "baby  charmer”  to  the  end  of  her  days. 

Another  early  memory  is  of  sliding  down  the  icy  hill  in 
back  of  the  Newport  school  on  her  seat  and  taking  the  color  off 
the  back  of  her  calico  dress  there.  Because  Alma  did  not  grow 
large  there  was  a  long  time  the  two  girls  were  of  a  size  and  the 
mother  dressed  them  alike.  The  dress  was  fairly  new.  Oletta  had 
to  wear  it  till  it  wore  out  regardless  of  the  color  being  gone 
on  the  back, -but  Alma’s  was  alright.  It  was  a  hard  lesson  for  a 
little  girl  but  it  tended  to  make  her  more  careful  thereafter. 

She  was  hard  on  clothes  naturally  and  Alma  wasn’t. 

The  family  was  brought  up  in  the  Newport  Baptist  Church. 
Several  played  for  the  services  at  various  times.  Later  Maria 
established  the  Primary  Dept,  in  the  Sunday  School  in  the  West 
Baptist  Church,  Vineland,  N.  J. ,  which  she  had  charge  of  for 
years.  She  and  Benita  were  ardent  members  of  the  W. C.  T. U.  tor 
years.  Edwina,  Benita,  Alma  and  Oletta  were  active  in  Tabernacle 
Baptist  Church,  Utica,  N.  Y.  Edwina  was  the  only  one  who  never 
joined  a  church  but  she  was  active  in  the  Bible  School  and 
missionary  societies.  Her  husband  being  a  mason,  she  became  a 
loyal  member  of  the  Eastern  Star.  Velma  was  an  ardent  and  active 
member  of  the  Grange  in  Herkimer,  N.  Y.  She  helped  her  husband 
take  care  of  the  Grange  Hall  there. 

Dan  Kelsey  Ross  and  his  wife,  Augusta,  are  both  buried 
in  the  Newport  Baptist  Church  cemetary,  as  are  Alma  Ross  and 
Oletta  Root.  The  latter  in  the  Graves  plot,  the  others  in  the 
Ross  plot  side  of  Noble  Ross  and  his  wife.  Duane  and  his  wife 
are  in  the  Ilion  cemetary,  Edwina  Switzer  and  her  husband  in  the 
Little  Falls,  N.  Y.  cemetary,  Maria  Towne  and  Chauncey,  and 
Benita  Gray  and  Will,  Della  Mart  in  (Ros.s)  and  George,  are  all  in 
the  Forest  Hill  Cemetary,  Utica,  N.  Y.  Velma  Van  Housen  and  her 
husband  are  in  the  Herkimer  Cemetary. 
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